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Who is the MRAA?
Marine Retailers Association of the Americas (MRAA)
• 501(c)(6) non-profit trade association.
• Focused on Marine Retailer success.
• Vision

• A thriving marine industry, driven by dealer success.

• Mission
• We fuel dealer success. 

• Who do we serve?
• Recreational marine dealers, parts and accessory stores, marinas.

• What do we offer? 
• Dealer Certification Program, dealer education, advocacy, Dealer Week Conference and 

Expo.



Who is the MRAA – Video!



Boater Education Overview
 



Boater Education Breakdown
Boater Education Requirements:
• 45 States Require Boater Education

• Born After Date – 28
• NV, NE, NM, TX, MO, AR, LA, WI, IL, MS, MI, 

OH, TN, GA, FL, NC, SC, WV, MD, DE, VT, 
MN, ME, PA, NY, RI, AL, IN.

• All Powerboat Operators - 8
• CA, OR, WA, VA, NJ, NH, CT, HI. 

• Youth Requirement Only– 8
• MT, CO, KS, OK, ND, IA, KY, MA.

• PWC Only - 1
• UT

• 5 States Have No Requirements.
• ID, AZ, WY, SD, AK. 



By The Numbers - Efficacy of Boater 
Education 



By The Numbers – Age and Deaths?
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By The Numbers – Age and Injuries?
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The Right Stuff – Crafting Successful Boater Education 
Legislation
 Key Components
• Born After Date

• Legislation sets date and anyone born after said date is required to take boater education course.
• Helps to usher in new regulation slowly while building to include all boaters. 

• National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) 
Approved
• Requires course is NASBLA approved, ensuring adherence to best practices.

• Consideration for Renters and Liveries
• Includes short-term educational requirements for out-of-state vessel renters.
• Ensures that all operators have a baseline of understanding.



The Right Stuff – Crafting Successful Boater Education 
Legislation
 
Key Components
• Reciprocity
• Allow non-residents, who have successfully completed a NASBLA approved course in 

another state, to operate on state waters.

• Horsepower Limitation
• Varies among states. Usually, vessels above 10 or 25 horsepower will require boater education certificate.

• Underscores the importance of stakeholder input.  



Year in Review – 2023 Victories
Success in 3 States!
• Passed boater education legislation in Minnesota, South Carolina, and Maine.

• Supported by Industry Coalition.
• National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA), Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA), Marine 

Retailers Association of the Americas (MRAA), and the Boat Owners Association of the United States (BoatU.S.). 
• Grassroots Support

• Local stakeholders key to success in MN,  SC, and ME. 
• Marine Trades Association played key role in supporting these efforts. 

• Multi-Year Effort
• Boater education legislation first introduced in Minnesota in 2022.

• Was poised to pass, but legislature adjourned before inclusion in year-end bill. 
• Maine was also a multi-year effort. Bill initially passed in 2022, Second session of 130th.



Year in Review – Boater Education Specifics – 
Minnesota and South Carolina
Minnesota (H.F. 949/ S.F. 553) 

• Born After Date
• Institutes born after date to phase in regulation. 
• Begins July 1st, 2025, requiring anyone born on or after 2004.
• Ends July 1st, 2028, requiring anyone born on or after 1987. 

• NASBLA
• Legislation requires that course is NASBLA approved.

• Renters and Liveries
• Renters must receive summary of Minnesota boating regulations;
• Renters required to take, and pass, short boater safety examination 

before embarking. 

• Reciprocity
• Legislation requires reciprocity agreements to be made with other states 

who have similar requirements.

• Horsepower
• Individuals 12-17 cannot operate a motorboat of more than 25 HP.

South Carolina (S. 96/ A. 74) 

• Born After Date
• Institutes born after date to phase in regulation. 
• Requires all boaters born after July 1st, 2007, to take 

course. 

• Renters and Liveries
• Renters required to take, and pass, short boater safety 

examination before embarking. 
• Only valid while operating vessel from a business 

engaged in renting. 

• Reciprocity
• Individuals who have successfully completed a 

boating safety course in another state are eligible to 
be issued a SC boater safety certificate.

• Horsepower
• Cannot operate a vessel over 10hp.



Year in Review – Boater Education 
Specifics - Maine
Maine (LD 1663) 

• Born After Date
• Anyone born after January 1st, 1999, required to take boater education course. 

• NASBLA
• Legislation requires that course is NASBLA approved.

• Renters and Liveries
• Does require temporary boater education course. 

• Reciprocity
• Legislation requires reciprocity agreements to be made with other states who have similar requirements.

• Horsepower
• Individuals born after January 1st, 1999, cannot operate a motorboat of 25hp or more. 



Year in Review – 2023 Challenge
Colorado – By the Numbers
• Need for Education

• Incident report data shows boaters in the 29-39 
years of age range have most citations. 

• Initial Legislation:
• Required any individual born after January 1st, 

1984 to take a boater education course;
• Required renters to have a successfully 

completed boater education course.
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• Outcome
• Updated requirements that all individuals 18 and 

below now must take boater education course. 
• Modest increase, as CO previously required boater 

education for individuals 14-16.

• Lessons Learned
• Politics may interfere with policy goals. 
• Limited success may close door to future attempts.

Year in Review – 2023 Challenge



Busy Year for Boater Education
• Establish Boater Education Requirements

• Arizona (H.B. 2149), Massachusetts 
(H.3362/S.536)

• Expand Boater Education Requirements
• Florida (S.B. 30), Tennessee 

(S.B.2115/H.B.2831), Georgia (S.B. 41), 
Alabama (H.B. 375) 

• Establish Boater Education Requirements for 
Paddle Craft
• Washington (S.B. 5597).

2024 – What's Cookin’? 



Top Priorities – 2024 Boater Education 
Efforts

Arizona - H.B. 2149
• Introduced by Representative Cook (R-7). 
• Need for change as boating accidents and fatalities are prevalent in Arizona. 
Legislation Specifics:
• Born After Date

• Boater education certificate required for anyone born after January 1st, 2007.

• Reciprocity 
• Reciprocity between states with programs that are “substantially similar” to Arizona course.

• Horsepower Limitation
• Put in place a 50Hp horsepower limitation. 



Arizona – Legislative Process Explained
• Step 1: Finding a Champion and Grassroots Supporters

• Grassroots Event –  Engage Local Stakeholders
• Reception and Boat Ride in Lake Havasu City.
• Provided opportunity to meet with local legislators.
• Include grassroots stakeholders

• Local Marine Retailers,
• Lake Havasu Marine Trades Association.

• Legislators with Boating in District
• Met with legislators with recreational boating in district.
• Identified Representative David Cook (R-7) as a champion. 

• Step 2: Crafting Legislation and Strategy
• Gather Stakeholder Input – what is viable?
• Work with Legislative Counsel.

• Provide examples of laws in other states. 
• Legislative Council Drafts.

• Step 3: Introduction and Educating Legislators 
• Legislation is introduced, assigned to a committee.

• HB 2149, Transportation and Infrastructure. 
• Coalition met with key members of the House to garner 

support, educate legislators.  
• Support during hearings.

• Testify,
• Find and coach witnesses. 

• Step 4: Continue Grassroots Network Engagement
• Engage impacted citizens, boat dealers, and others to highlight 

in-state support.
• Constituents voice matters!

• Leverage Advocacy Tools
• Boating United Action Alert,
• Op-Ed/ Letter to Editor,
• Media Interviews.
• Expand coalition. 



Arizona – Outcome – Almost, but not really..

Path of HB 2149
• Success in the House!

• Passed Transportation Committee
• 9 Yeas, 2 Nays

• Passed Rules Committee
• 9 Yeas, 0 Nays

• Passed Committee of the Whole
• Do pass amended

• Passed House
• 40 Yeas, 17 Nays, 3 Non-Voting.

• Died in the Senate
• Failure to meet Committee Deadline

• Ultimately killed the legislation.



Moving Forward - Marine Retailer 
Opportunities

Sea Tow Foundation Grant
• Applied for Coast Guard National Nonprofit 

Organization Grant
• Bridge gap between non-profits and retailers in recreational 

boating safety space.

Silver Buckshot – Not Silver Bullet• Partners
• Sea Tow Foundation will collaborate with:

• Marine Retailers Association of the Americas
• National Marine Manufacturers Association

• Goal
• Leverage point of sale,
• Educate consumers,
• Add another safe boating touchpoint.



Questions


