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Waterway Management
• The integrated use of education, technical assistance, 

regulation, enforcement, and other policies and 
programs to govern the waters of the state for 
navigation, public safety and access in ways that 
reduce conflicts, enhance the experience for waterway 
and shoreline users, and minimize risks to natural 
resources.
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Scenario 
A one-lane launch ramp was built with funding from the Sport Fish 
Restoration and Boating Trust fund. The new ramp is located between 
riprap on a rocky embankment without a beach access.

On summer weekends, paddlesport livery uses the ramp 6-8 times 
every day, launching 12-18 paddlecraft from a trailer each time. Each 
launch takes 20-30 minutes to assist people safely into boats on the 
water. 

Powerboat operators have logged several complaints about the need to 
wait for this lengthy process saying the ramp was built with motorboat 
fuel taxes.  The livery owner argues it is a public access facility.
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How do you address this issue?
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• Participation  Data, Boat Sales, Event 
Trends

• Audiences – Waterway Users
• Access
• Products/Activities
• Influential Technology







• Commercial Maritime Operation vs. 
Recreational Business

• Commercial vs. Recreational Public
• Public vs. Public
• Private Landowners vs. Everyone Else















ü Comprehensive and 
ongoing stakeholder 
involvement is key 
throughout the planning 
process.
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ü Step 2 – RESEARCH
ü Step 3 – PLAN
ü Step 4 – DECIDE
ü Step 5 – ACTION
ü Step 6 – MONITOR
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Ø“Usage” – Such as zoning use areas for specific activities
Ø“Law enforcement” – Targeting patrols in problem or high-use areas
Ø“Regulations” – Designated anchorage zones, speed limits, or traffic patterns
Ø“Enhancing Management Practices” – Supporting harbor safety committees, 

friends groups, or other networks for stakeholder involvement, input, and 
communication.





#2 – Jupiter Inlet, Florida 
#3 – Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
#4 – Oregon’s Non-motorized Access Program



Start - 2010
Step 1 – Formation of a 
Nonmotorized External Advisory 
Committee 
Step 2 – Legislative Attempt #1 
(Failed)
Step 3 – Regroup and Legislative 
Attempt #2 (Passed)
Step 4 – Development of the 
Waterway Access Grant Program
Step 5 – Transparency of the 
Program’s Implementation

2020 – Accepted grant proposals for 
the first time.
Awarded $412,082 to 10 projects
Provided $25,448 in additional 
technical assistance



Over 200 notated references 
and full index



Waterways conjure up a spectrum of images…

56



…and divergent views

• One person’s exhilarating hub of recreational activity is 
another’s over-crowded, intolerant, and noisy place.

• Another’s tranquil refuge and scenic backdoor vista is 
somebody’s inaccessible space. 

• Someone’s productive workplace or corridor of military or 
commercial activity is another user’s competitive, intolerant 
passageway.
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Questions?

 

DOWNLOAD at www.waterwaymanagement.org

v Pamela Dillon, pam@nasbla.org
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